
The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA., to 

remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

      Our sermon series, “With God’s Son: Following our Rabbi through the Gospel of Matthew,” consists of 

several sub-series. The first, “Looking Back, Saving Forward,” is based on Jesus’ genealogy in 

Matthew 1:1-17. Today’s sermon, “Son of Exile”, is the third in the series. You will find an 

order of service of Page 4. You might think genealogies are really dry and boring.  Not this one!  

It reveals the powerful ways that God works in our lives and in the world.  
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Series Spiritual Practice: You are invited to read 

through the Gospel of Matthew once a month for the next 

12 months. This will give us an opportunity to focus on 

the whole book while we share the sermons based on 

parts of book of Matthew at the same time.   



             Our Mission:  To raise up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus 

 Our Mission Field:  Aldersgate Academy, Bowie Elementary School, 

McMurry University, Our Neighborhoods/Community Garden 

Regularly Scheduled Services  

and Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

All are welcome! Please contact the Church Office 

 if you’d like to know more about becoming involved. 

Ministry Leaders 

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415 

Associate Pastor:  

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017 

Music: David Wallis 

Children: Alayna Brooks 

     & Amber Redman 

Youth/Contemporary Worship: 

     Daniel Mathis 

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson 

Connections: Jessica Watson 

Administration/Finance:  

      Mary Chavez Lust 

Reception: Susan Acosta 

Academy: Carol Rogers 

Custodial Services:  Robert Sandoval 
 

Staying Connected 

Office Hours:  

       Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 

 

ENews: Sign up on our website to 

receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter, or send an email to 

news@aldersgateabilene.org.  

Facebook: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

THIS WEEK 

Sunday, December 18:  

  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:05 a.m. Sunday School  

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  

  5:00 p.m.  Youth Progressive Dinner (offsite) 

 

Monday, December 19:  

  Academy Closed Until January 3, 2017 

  7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

 

Tuesday, December 20: 

   1:00 p.m. UMW Reading Group 

 

Wednesday, December 21: 

   7:00 p.m.  Choir Practice 

 

 

COMING UP 

Monday, Tuesday, December 26,27: Church Office Closed 



All-Church Christmas Celebration: Thank you! 
      Our annual All-Church Christmas 

Celebration on December 11, 2016 

proved to be a grand celebration indeed! 

The children told the Christmas story in 

a beautiful and creative way through The 

Case of the Reluctant Keeper, we ate bowls 

and bowls of delicious soup and many 

delectable cupcakes together during our 

fellowship lunch and our homebound 

members enjoyed meaningful visits from 

their friends. Thank you, all of you, for 

everything that you did — from working 

with the children to bringing soup to 

baking hundreds of cupcakes to serving 

in the kitchen to visiting our 

homebound — to make the day so 

joyous! Grace and Peace.   



Christmas Gifts for Bowie: Thank you!
      Last year, our congregation decided to turn our 

traditional Angel Tree outreach into an effort to 

provide Christmas gifts to children and families right 

here in our neighborhood. During its second year, our 

Christmas Gifts for Bowie effort was just as well 

received! Thank you, all of you who shopped for well 

over 165 gifts and to address some needs of our Bowie 

friends. Thanks, especially,  to Aldersgate member 

Erin Hicks, who coordinated with Bowie’s counselor, 

Amanda Young. Amanda and her children picked up the gifts from the church on Monday, 

December 12 to make sure they were presented to the families before the Christmas break. 

Once again, thank you all. Your generosity provided toys and books for the children, but also 

items of basic need such as warm clothing, pajamas, vacuum cleaners and gift cards for food. 

Most importantly, your love and your grace remind our neighbors that they truly are not 

alone, that we do share this community and that we are always looking for ways to do life 

together. What a wonderful message of hope during these Advent and Christmas seasons. 

Youth: Progressive Dinner + Updates 
      The youth’s annual Progressive Dinner will take place tonight (Sunday, December 18th) 

from 5:00-7:30 p.m. Drop off and pick up will occur at the Owen home (2102 Robin Road), 

where we will enjoy appetizers, dessert, tacky Christmas sweaters/garb and a white elephant 

gift exchange. We will travel to the Hartmann residence for the main course. 

     A Parent Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 8th at 4:15pm. We will talk about our 

spring schedule and about opportunities to serve and get connected with these students. 

     Finally, our annual Spring Break Ski Trip to Monarch, Colorado, will take place March 

13th-17th! The cost for each person is $400. Sign 

up online at www.skidaddy.com/aldersgateabilene 

before all the spots are filled! Much of the 

information about the trip can be found at the 

above link, but if you have any questions, please 

contact me at youth@aldersgateabilene.org.  

  Grace and Peace. — Daniel Mathis 

http://www.skidaddy.com/aldersgateabilene
mailto:youth@aldersgateabilene.org


      The holidays have 

the peculiar capacity to 

set the stage for building 

beautiful and exciting memories. The holidays 

also have the capacity to leave others 

languishing with a heightened sense of sadness 

and depression. Some of you may read this 

passage from Lamentations and say, “What do 

you mean, REMEMBER? I live with my 

bitterness, wanderings and depression on 

many days, especially during the holidays!”  I 

am certain that you have felt much pressure to 

“get over it” and you would like nothing more 

than to do that very thing. You may even try 

and bury your depression and your downcast-

ness, but the darkness just keeps rearing its 

ugly head. 

      As your pastors, Amy and I want you to 

know that we recognize and acknowledge 

your pain, and we do not judge you in it. We 

join and stand with you in your desire for 

wholeness and peace. We pray that you will 

not be overcome by your struggles. If you are 

able to get to a place where you are ready to 

name your struggles to another person, we 

encourage you to share them with a safe 

friend. Know that we are willing to be those 

safe friends for you anytime and to help you 

lay your burdens at the feet of Jesus. 

      However, it may be that you are in a place 

where you may not so much need to get 

something out as to let something in. As you 

have the capacity to be in the company of 

others at Christmas parties, get-togethers and/

or worship services during the next days, we 

pray that you would open your heart to the 

love and acceptance that flows from your 

family, friends and from God. Try not to 

judge them. Remember that God’s love and 

mercy towards you are new every day (see 

Lamentations 3:21-24). Would you be willing 

to know and see yourself as truly and deeply 

loved as you share your life with others and as 

you worship and wait on God?   

      If you are struggling with anguish and 

depression, you may find the book, “The 

Inner Voice of Love,” by Henri Nouwen to be 

helpful. I wholeheartedly commend it to you. 

Peace be with you.              

      I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the 

gall.  I well remember them, and my soul is downcast within me.   

Lamentations 3:19-20 



Lamentations 3:19-33 
 

 
 

Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, 
and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah. –Matthew 1:17 

(see Psalms, 10, 63, 69, 74, 79, 137)  

  
 

 

I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall. I well remember them,  
and my soul is downcast within me.  –Lamentations 3:19-20 

(In Matthew:  Sick, Demon Possessed, Tax Collectors, Sinners)

(Lamentations 3:21-33)



Budget for 2016 =     $ 777,000.00 

Received This Week =              $    11,974.99 

Received This Month-to-Date =  $    35,938.99 

Received Year-to-Date =   $  736,093.68 

Ahead/(Behind) Budget=   $   (11,021.70) 

2016 Faith Promise Pledge =             $   38,312.00 

2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $   41,348.92 

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and 
witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to 
matters of prayer, presence, and gifts. 

In Depth 

Clay Meadows 

Doris Ogden 

Lou Swindell 

Ken Schmidt 

Rosalee Schmidt 

Alice Shaw 

Alice Alcala 

Carolyn Strain 

Military and Families 

Millie Speed 

Sarah Doucette 

Delmon Wilson 

Billie Langston 

Judy English 

Charles Myrick 

Clinton Gayle 

Addison English 

Lora Langford 

Bob Kuykendall 

Kay Burkhart 

Billy & Jennifer Butler 

Jazmine Lara, Academy student  

Phillip Dortch, Kenneth Dortch, 

and family upon the death of 

their father, Charles Dortch, on 

December 7, 2016. 

Amy and Jason Bush and family 

upon the birth of their son, 

Sterling Arthur Martin Bush, 

born on December 10 at 11 p.m., 

weighing 7 pounds, 12.1 ounces 

and measuring 21 inches long. 

Congratulations! 

Prayers:  

                   

      

 

Presence and Gifts: 12.11.2016 

To learn more about ways to give, visit our website 

www.aldersgateabilene.org or contact Mary Chavez Lust at 

672-7893 or via email at  mary@aldersgateabilene.org. 

 Methodist Food Pantry (N. 1st and Shelton): Aldersgate volunteers serve on the second Tuesday 

of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more information call 

Susan Steele at 605-381-6322. 

Service:  

 10:05 a.m. Combined Service: 401 

Sunday School: 180 

 

Sunday School classes are offered 

 at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn 

more about Adult Sunday School 

classes, contact Amy Wilson Feltz at 

672-7893 or via e-mail at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 


